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This Sunday’s Scripture Readings
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20 Sunday in Ordinary Time
http://new.usccb.org/bible/readings/081615.cfm

Bread that Satisfies Our Hunger
for Peace

Proverbs 9:1-6
Ephesians 5:15-20
John 6:51-58

When it comes to anniversaries, this August has been
particularly poignant.
Within a few days of each other, we've noted the
seventieth anniversary of the dropping of the atomic
bomb on Japan, the one-year anniversary of the death
of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri, and the oneyear anniversary of the invasion of northern Iraq by the
Islamic State, displacing tens of thousands of Christians
and other minorities. The toll these events have taken
on the human spirit, and the scars they have left on
human history, are extensive and deep. Consequently,
this has been a time for reflection and resolve, a
moment for taking stock.
Sister Maria Hanna, the prioress general of the
Dominican Sisters of St. Catherine of Siena in Iraq, was
one of many who had to flee last August when ISIS stormed through her home town of
Quaraqosh in Iraq. She and her sisters were forced to settle in Erbil, living in tents or
abandoned buildings while attempting to rebuild their lives and those of other refugees. She
wrote recently: "This memory impels us to pray to the Lord, so that we might be enlightened to
understand his will for our lives during this crisis."
By coincidence, or Providence, we are commemorating these events at a time when the Sunday
Gospels ask us to reflect on St. John's Bread of Life discourse, the challenging and enigmatic
verses that teach about how Christ feeds those who hunger—and does it in ways we might not
easily understand. The Gospels offer insight not only into the Eucharist, but also into God's own
ceaseless love for his creation. Whatever our needs, whatever our hungers, God provides.

At this moment, reflecting on the events we are commemorating, we might take time to
remember in an especially prayerful way some hungers that even now need to be met.
There is the hunger for peace, in a world devastated by war.
There is a hunger for justice, in places torn apart by mistrust and hate.
There are the ongoing hungers of the human family for safety and security and understanding
and hope.
The Gospel reassures us that our very human hungers—yearnings that go beyond mere
cravings for food—are met in the person of Jesus Christ. That is ultimately what the Bread of
Life discourse seeks to teach us.
Are we open to hearing that message and taking it to heart? Are we ready to be fed with that
Bread of Life?
Dcn. Greg Kandra

PRAYER
O God, Creator of the universe, who extends your paternal concern over every creature and
guides the events of history to the goal of salvation, we acknowledge your fatherly love when
you break the resistance of mankind and, in a world torn by strife and discord, you make us
ready for reconciliation. Renew for us the wonders of your mercy; send forth your Spirit that he
may work in the intimacy of hearts, that enemies may begin to dialogue, that adversaries may
shake hands and peoples may encounter one another in harmony. May all commit themselves
to the sincere search for true peace which will extinguish all arguments, for charity which
overcomes hatred, for pardon which disarms revenge.
—Prayer for Peace by St. John Paul II

NOTICES
WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES
In preparation for the upcoming World Meeting of Families — Philadelphia 2015, LPi has
created a cover for parishes to use to encourage prayers for its success. The cover is available
at no charge via LPi’s Art & Media Portal. Current customers can find more versions by logging
in and searching keyword “WMOF.”
BACK TO SCHOOL
Many parishes will be planning for back-to-school and religious education events in the next few
weeks. Liturgical Publications Inc (LPi) has a wealth of resources available on the LPi Art &
Media Portal. If you don’t yet have LPi as your parish publishing partner you can try a sample
account. Visit: http://www.portal.4lpi.com/signup/index/promocode/BRIGHT to sign up for a
thirty-day trial.
WORLD YOUTH DAY 2016, Krakow
Registration for the 2016 World Youth Day officially began on July 26, 2015. For information on
registering for WYD, visit http://www.krakow2016.com/en/informacje-en. You can also find more
information and resources from the USCCB at http://www.usccb.org/about/world-youthday/wydusa-news-and-updates.cfm.
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